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GENETIC STUDIES OF GENIUS. Vol 1. MENTAL AND PHYSICAL TRAITS OF A THOUSAND GIFTED CHILDREN. by 
Lewis Terman 

It should go without saying that a nation's resources of intellectual talent are among the most precious it will ever have. 
The study of the lives of gifted children initiated by Professor Lewis M. Terman, began in 1921, and has become the 
longest running longitudinal study in the field of psychology. Published over 5 volumes, the study is of historical 
significance to the field of educational science as well as psychology, for providing an insight into the nature of 
intelligence and achievement, but also challenging stereotypes of the personality of the gifted. This first volume covers 
the introduction and goals of the study, selection and statistical composition of the group, health and physical condition, 
family heritage, interests and play activities, and many more valuable pieces of data relating to the characteristics and 
personality of the children surveyed. Read by Leon Harvey.  Total running time: 15:15:20 
00 PREFACE...………………………………………………………….…………………………………………………...00:09:42 
01 HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE INVESTIGATION …………………………………………………….….00:30:55 
02 METHODS AND RESULTS OF THE SEARCH FOR SUBJECTS ……………………………………………..….00:34:43 
03 COMPOSITION OF THE GIFTED GROUP……………………………………………………..…………………. 00:25:21 
04 RACIAL AND SOCIAL ORIGIN………………………………………………………………………………………. 01:03:43 
05 INTELLECTUALLY SUPERIOR RELATIVES………………………………………………………………………. 00:25:10 
06 VITAL STATISTICS. …………………………………………………………………………………………………… 00:41:51 
07 ANTHROPOMETRIC MEASUREMENTS…………………………………………………………………………… 00:47:04 
08 HEALTH AND PHYSICAL HISTORY………………………………………………………………………………… 00:57:30 
09 MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS…………………………………………………………………………………………… 01:01:47 
10  SCHOOL PROGRESS AND EDUCATIONAL HISTORY. …………………………………………………………00:39:14 
11 TESTS OF SCHOOL ACCOMPLISHMENT AND GENERAL INFORMATION ………………………………....00:24:47 
12  SPECIALIZATION OF THE ABILITIES OF GIFTED CHILDREN ………………………………………………..00:43:35 
13 SPECIALIZATION OF THE ABILITIES OF GIFTED CHILDREN …………………………….…………………..00:36:16 
14 SCHOLASTIC, OCCUPATIONAL, AND OTHER INTERESTS ……………………………………….…….…….00:24:47 
15 PLAY INTERESTS, KNOWLEDGE, AND PRACTICE…………………………………………………….…….. 00:52:57 
16 READING INTERESTS.  …………………………………………………………………………………….…….….00:26:34 
17 TESTS OF INTELLECTUAL, SOCIAL, AND ACTIVITY INTERESTS… …………….…………………..………00:45:12 
18 TESTS OF CHARACTER AND PERSONALITY TRAITS……………………………………………………….…00:48:49 
19 TRAIT RATINGS ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….00:32:34 
20 SUMMARY OF DATA ON 309 GIFTED HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS…………………………………..…………….01:01:54 
21 TWO YEARS AFTER……………………………………………………………………………………………….…..00:52:01 
22 CONCLUSIONS AND PROBLEMS…………………………………………………………………………...………00:24:47 
This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or modified without permission. For more 
information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org. 
Cover picture by Lewis Terman (1926). Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all countries with author’s life +70 
yrs laws. Cover design by {Leon Harvey}. This design is in the public domain.  
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